Study of ovarian tumors treated at Nagoya University Hospital, 1965-1988.
The relative frequency and the age distribution of ovarian tumors (873 primary and 47 secondary tumors) encountered over 23 years at Nagoya University Hospital were examined with respect to histological type and grade of malignancy. Of the primary neoplasms, common epithelial tumors accounted for 56.6%, sex cord-stromal tumors for 7.3%, and germ cell tumors for 39.5%. Among 296 cases with primary malignant neoplasms, common epithelial type accounted for 75.6%, sex cord-stromal tumors for 4.7%, and germ cell tumors for 19.6%. A review of the literature from Western countries indicated that in Japan, the relative frequency of common epithelial tumors is lower but that of germ cell tumors, especially malignant germ cell tumors, is higher. The difference in the incidence of germ cell tumors between Japan and Western countries is not considered significant, and the incidence of common epithelial tumors is considered to be much lower in Japan.